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Dear SIG-Health Member, 

The SIG-health board is sending this letter to keep you informed and invite your comments and assistance in progressing SIG-Health. Please contact one of the officers with ideas and resources related to the 2008 goals. 
Officers

We are pleased to add a wonderful team of appointed officers to the elected officers of our executive board. The current officers of SIG-Health are:

	Name
	Office
	Contact Information

	Cindy LeRouge 
	Chair  - Executive Board Member  
	314-977-3852

lerougec@slu.edu

	Fay Cobb Payton  
	Vice Chair  - Executive Board Member 
	919.513.2744

fay_payton@ncsu.edu

	Ron Spanjers 
	Resource Chair – Executive Board Member
	+31 (0)402928800 

ronald.spanjers@iae.nl

	Nilmini Wickramasinghe
	Newsletter Editor
	312.906.6578

nilmini@stuart.iit.edu

	Ann Furling 
	Publications Coordinator
	402.554.4968

afruhling@mail.unomaha.edu

	Bob Folden 
	Budget Officer
	(903) 468-6053

Bob_Folden@tamu-commerce.edu

	Matthew Guah 
	ECIS 2008Conference Organizer
	+31 (0)10 4082114     

Guah@few.eur.nl

	Mark Gayor 
	AMCIS 2008 – Conference Organizer
	617-353-4159

mgaynor@bu.edu


2008 Goals and Progress
Following are the goals we have established in 2008 based upon the feedback we received from members in our 2007 survey and the annual meeting at AMCIS 2007.
· Increase Educational/Enrichment Opportunities for Members - Want to increase your knowledge of Consumer Health Informatics and network with Consumer Health Informatics leaders in practice and research? We are very happy to announce that the Kay Center for E-Health research has agreed to allow SIG-Health members  “Kay Center Affiliate” status for the spring weekend course (http://kaycentersymposium.cgu.edu) from April 11-13. This entitles our members to a $100 discount off of the $300 course fee. Please register as a Kay Affiliate when you register. Kay Center personnel have an updated registration list.  Space is limited!  
· Expand the Newsletter - After a very nice start to having a newsletter in 2007 (thanks toNina McGarry), we would like to expand the content and number of issues to two major issues this year. Get set for more news to better understand the story of the HIS domain and our members. Nilmini Wickramasinghe (Name missing here)has been working with us to identify some recurring sections of interest and has put her staff of section editors to work in providing news for the next issue.

· Increase Conference Presence - 

· ECIS – Matthew Guah has led the charge in submitting two proposals for panels. 

· DIGIT – Cindy LeRouge and Matthew Guah organized a panel, lunch, and poster presentation at the DIGIT conference pre-ICIS 

· AMCIS –  We have seven accepted SIG-Health tracks and two tracks co-sponsored with other SIG’s. Thank you to all of our mini-track chairs as well as to Mark Gayor, our conference organizer. 

· ISCRAM – Thanks to NIna McGarry for spearheading efforts for a health care track at the 5th International Conference on Information Systems for Crisis Response and Management. 
· Increase Journal Opportunities – Fay Cobb Payton already has an editorial team in place and a proposal for a special issue underway. 
· Further Develop Web Site Resources – 

· Static: One thing you should notice on our web site (www.aissighealth.com) already this year is the newsflash page. Ron Spanjers keeps that page updated with current “big” news. 

· Dynamic: Another goal is to increase member participation the information posted on our forums. This is the source for updated, detailed information about conference opportunities, journal lists, etc. Our officers will take a role in expanding the resources available via their assigned sub-forums.

· Linking with Practice -
· Our ECIS panel submissions each contain a mix of researchers and practitioners.
· We plan to add a standing section titled “Industry Voice” to “hear” a practice view to the newsletter.

· We want improve practitioner participation in reviewing and writing publications.

· Linking with Related Interest Groups - 
· The current special issue effort is jointly sponsored by related special interests groups in the American Medical Informatics Association and IEEE

· Two of the mini-track at AMCIS are jointly sponsored with other SIG’s. 
Dates to Note
· March 3 – AMCIS Submission Deadline
· March 14 – AMIA Annual Symposium Submission Deadline (http://www.amia.org/meetings/f08/)

· April 6-8 – American Telemedicine Association Conference – Seattle Washington

· April 11-13 – Kay Center, Consumer Health Informatics: An Intensive Learning Experience (http://kaycentersymposium.cgu.edu ) Space is limited!  Please register as a Kay Affiliate when you register. Kay Center personnel have an updated registration list. 
· May 4-7 - ISCRAM 2008 - Washington, DC – (http://www.iscram.org/index.php?option=content&task=view&id=1877&Itemid=2)
· May 29-31 – AMIA Spring Conference (http://www.amia.org/meetings/s08/)

· June 15-18 – Bled eConference (http://www.bledconference.org/)

We look forward to a wonderful year. 

Sincerely,

Cindy LeRouge, Chair

Fay Cobb Payton, Vice Chair

Ron Spanjers, Resource Chairs
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